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which the handler furnishes to the Fed-
eral-State Inspection Service.

§ 905.146 Special purpose shipments. 

(a) A Special Purpose Shipper is one 
who handles Florida citrus fruit that is 
certified by a Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services li-
censed certifying agent as organically 
grown under Florida law. In addition, 
the shipper shall certify that ship-
ments will be limited to outlets han-
dling organically grown fruits. Any 
such shipments shall be subject to a 
Certificate of Privilege issued by the 
committee. 

(b) To qualify for a Certificate of 
Privilege, each such shipper must no-
tify the committee prior to the first 
shipment of certified organically 
grown Florida citrus fruit in the fiscal 
period of the shipper’s intent to ship 
such citrus, submit an application on 
forms supplied by the committee, and 
agree to other requirements as set 
forth in §§ 905.147 and 905.148 inclusive, 
with respect to such shipments. The 
shipper shall certify that no claims 
will be made, written or verbal, con-
cerning any alleged advantages of 
using, or any alleged superiority of, 
fruit shipped under a Certificate of 
Privilege, compared to other Florida 
produced citrus. 

(c) Citrus meeting all other applica-
ble requirements may be handled with-
out regard to grade regulations issued 
under § 905.52 under the following con-
ditions: 

(1) Such fruit meets the requirements 
of U. S. No. 2 Russet grade and those 
requirements of U. S. No. 1 grade relat-
ing to shape (form), as such require-
ments are set forth in the revised U. S. 
Standards for Grades of Florida Or-
anges and Tangelos (7 CFR 51.1140 
through 51.1179), the revised Standards 
for Florida Tangerines (7 CFR 51.1810 
through 51.1837), or the revised U. S. 
Standards for Grades of Florida Grape-
fruit (7 CFR 51.750 through 51.784). Such 
fruit also meets applicable minimum 
size requirements in effect for domestic 
shipments of citrus fruits. 

(2) All such citrus shall be inspected 
as required by § 905.53 by the Federal or 
Federal-state Inspection Service prior 
to the time such citrus is shipped from 

the packing facility, and certified as 
meeting the applicable requirements. 

(3) Be reported as required in § 905.148. 

[59 FR 26928, May 25, 1994, as amended at 66 
FR 229, Jan. 3, 2001]

§ 905.147 Certificate of privilege. 
(a) Application. Application for Cer-

tificate of Privilege by a Special Pur-
pose Shipper shall be made on forms 
furnished by the committee. Each ap-
plication may contain, but need not be 
limited to, the name and address of 
each handler; a list of certified organic 
citrus fruit growers, including address-
es; a list of receivers; the quantity and 
variety of citrus to be shipped; a cer-
tification to the Secretary of Agri-
culture and to the committee as to the 
truthfulness of the information shown 
thereon; and any other appropriate in-
formation or documents deemed nec-
essary by the committee or its duly au-
thorized agents for the purposes stated 
in § 905.146. 

(b) Approval. The committee or its 
duly authorized agents shall give 
prompt consideration to each applica-
tion for a Certificate of Privilege. Ap-
proval of an application based upon a 
determination as to whether the infor-
mation contained therein and other in-
formation available to the committee 
supports approval, shall be evidenced 
by the issuance of a Certificate of 
Privilege to the applicant. Each certifi-
cate shall expire at the end of the fiscal 
period. 

(c) Suspension or Denial of Certificate 
of Privilege. The committee may inves-
tigate the handling of special purpose 
shipments under Certificates of Privi-
lege to determine whether Special Pur-
pose Shippers are complying with the 
requirements and regulations applica-
ble to such certificates. Whenever the 
committee finds that a Special Purpose 
Shipper or consignee is failing to com-
ply with the requirements and regula-
tions applicable to such certificates, 
the Certificate of Privilege issued to 
such Special Purpose Shipper may be 
suspended or, in the case of an applica-
tion for the issuance of an initial Cer-
tificate of Privilege, may be denied. 
Such suspension of a certificate shall 
be for a reasonable period of time as 
determined by the committee, but in 
no event shall it extend beyond the end 
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of the current fiscal period. In the case 
of the denial of an application for the 
issuance of an initial certificate, such 
certificate shall be denied until the ap-
plicant comes into compliance with the 
requirements and regulations applica-
ble to such certificates. Prior to sus-
pending or denying an application for a 
Certificate of Privilege, the committee 
shall give the shipper or applicant rea-
sonable advance notice in writing of its 
intention and the facts and reasons 
therefor, and afford the shipper or ap-
plicant an opportunity, either orally or 
in writing, to present opposing facts 
and reasons. The shipper or applicant 
shall be informed of the committee’s 
determination in writing and in a time-
ly manner. 

[43 FR 9456, Mar. 8, 1978, as amended at 59 FR 
26929, May 25, 1994]

§ 905.148 Reports of special purpose 
shipments under certificates of 
privilege. 

(a) Each handler of citrus shipping 
under Certificates of Privilege shall 
supply the committee with reports on 
each shipment as requested by the 
committee, on forms supplied by the 
committee, showing the name and ad-
dress of the shipper or shippers; name 
and address of the certified organic 
Florida citrus fruit grower or growers 
supplying fruit for such shipment; 
truck or other conveyance identifica-
tion; the loading point; destination, 
consignee; the inspection certificate 
number; and any other information 
deemed necessary by the committee. 

(b) One copy of the report on each 
shipment shall be forwarded by the 
shipper to the committee within 10 
days after such shipment, and two cop-
ies of the report shall accompany each 
shipment to the receiver. Upon the re-
ceipt of each shipment, the receiver 
shall complete the applicable portion 
of the form and return one copy to the 
committee within 10 days and one copy 
shall be retained by the shipper. Such 
completion shall contain a certifi-
cation to the Secretary and the com-
mittee that the citrus described shall 
be distributed in the outlets described. 
Failure to complete and return such 
forms will be cause to remove that re-

ceiver’s name from the committee’s 
list of eligible receivers. 

[43 FR 9456, Mar. 8, 1978, as amended at 59 FR 
26929, May 25, 1994]

§ 905.149 Procedure for permitting 
growers to ship tree run citrus 
fruit. 

(a) Tree run citrus fruit. Tree run cit-
rus fruit as referenced in this section is 
defined in the Florida Department of 
Citrus (FDOC) regulation 20–35.006, 
which specifies that ‘‘Tree run grade is 
that grade of naturally occurring 
sound and wholesome citrus fruit 
which has not been separated either as 
to grade or size after severance from 
the tree.’’ Wholesomeness is as defined 
in FDOC regulation 20–62.002. The tree 
run citrus fruit shipped under this pro-
vision also must be from the applying 
grower’s own grove. 

(b) Application. A grower shall apply 
to ship tree run fruit using a Grower 
Tree Run Certificate Application, fur-
nished by the committee. Such applica-
tion shall contain, but not be limited 
to: the name, address, and phone num-
ber of the grower; legal description of 
the grove(s) from which citrus will be 
shipped; variety of citrus produced on 
the identified grove(s); approximate 
number of boxes produced on the iden-
tified grove(s); and a certification to 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and to the committee as to the truth-
fulness of the information shown there-
on; and any other appropriate informa-
tion or documents deemed necessary by 
the committee or its duly authorized 
agents. 

(c) Approval. The committee or its 
duly authorized agents shall give 
prompt consideration to each applica-
tion for a Grower Tree Run Certificate. 
Approval of an application will be 
based upon a determination as to 
whether the information contained 
therein and on whether other informa-
tion available to the committee sup-
ports an application’s approval. Ap-
proval of an application shall be evi-
denced by the issuance of a Grower 
Tree Run Certificate to the applicant. 
Each certificate shall expire at the end 
of the fiscal period. 

(d) Suspension or denial of a Grower 
Tree Run Certificate. The committee 
may investigate the handling of tree 
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